
 

 

                                  1620: a New House and a New World 
 

It must have been with great pride and a feeling of achievement, on that special day in 
1620, when the builders of Manor House farm on Pule Hill, Marsden first stepped through 
their doorway beneath this lintel stone into their new house. The fact that they were 
prepared to go to the extra trouble and expense to advertise their presence in this way 
suggests that they had a sense of their own status in the wider Marsden community. They 
expected to be noticed and acknowledged. They had made their mark. For SFJB (Samuel 
Firth and J Berry?) 1620 was clearly a very good year. 
 
But 1620 was also a very significant year on the much broader historical canvas, for in 
September of that year the Mayflower set sail from Plymouth bound for the New World, an 
event the consequences of which resonate down the centuries to the present day. On 
board were some 102 passengers and a crew of about 30. These were the Pilgrims who 
hoped to find in a new colony in North America a more tolerant climate for their particular 
brand of Puritan belief. 
  
The Mayflower was to be accompanied on the voyage across the Atlantic by a second 
ship, the Speedwell, but this sprang a leak soon after setting off and returned to England, 
leaving the Mayflower to brave the autumnal Atlantic gales on its own. The voyage across 
took two months. The intended destination was the new colony of Virginia, but the strong 
winds swept the Mayflower further north up the coast of America and it finally made 
landfall at what is now Cape Cod, Massachusetts. The timing of the ocean crossing was 
disastrous, for they arrived just as the New England winter was beginning, far harsher than 
the winters in Old England. They were forced to spend the winter on board the Mayflower 
and when spring at last came half of the Pilgrims had died, as well as half of the crew. The 
Mayflower returned empty to England departing on April 5th 1621. With the help of strong 
westerly winds the voyage home took only a month. 
 
In the years following 1620 another, different ship, but also called Mayflower, made 
several trips to the New World bringing more settlers. In 1641 it departed London with 
some 140 passengers. It never arrived. 
The significance, indeed the lasting consequence of these early voyages to the New 
World, was to establish both the English language and a rudimentary system of 



 

 

democratic rule in what would become the United States of America. The importance of 
this cannot be overstated. Bismarck acknowledged as much in 1898: “The most important 
element in modern history is the fact that North Americans speak English.” 
 
Back in Marsden almost a century and a half later Manor House Farm would play a role in 
helping to establish another, very different, religious revolution. John Wesley was an 
overnight guest on the 21st of February, 1746. 
 
 

Footnotes 
 
 
1. I am grateful to Hazel Seidel of the Marsden History Group for sharing her knowledge of 

Manor House Farm with me and for suggesting possible identities for the initials on the 
lintel. 

 
2. The lintel lies today rather forlorn and neglected in the yard at Manor House Farm, in 

need of a little TLC. It attracted attention when the HDAS was excavating a section of 
the Roman road close by in the summer of 2015. 

 
3. The Marsden History Group has an excellent website and has recently added a large 
collection of historic images of the village.  www.marsdenhistory.co.uk  
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Manor House Farm, Pule Hill, Marsden 



 

 

 
“The Embarkation of the Pilgrims” by Robert Walter Weir 1857” 

 
 

 
The Mayflower was similar to this. Cramped conditions for 140 passengers 

and crew. 
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