
                                                   Archaeology,

                                        But Not As We Know It

Archaeology forms part of our relationship with time. Our trowels scrape away the layers 
which time, with a little help from man and nature, has laid down. In doing so we hope to 
uncover, and thus discover, the who, when, why and how, which has brought us to our 
present state.

An archaeological trowel of a very different kind is the Hubble space telescope. Launched 
in April 1990, and probably one of the most significant scientific ventures of the 20th 
century, the telescope has been sending back on an almost daily basis stunning images of 
the stars in our own galaxy, the Milky Way, as well as crystal clear pictures of galaxies 
relatively close to us in our corner of the universe.

More recently NASA scientists have employed  the telescope to scan a small segment of 
sky where there seemed to be no evidence of stars, either to the  naked eye or to the 
earth-bound telescopes. Probably they were not expecting too much to happen. When 
eventually the images gathered by Hubble were developed, this was one which, I suspect, 
took their breath away and far exceeded their expectations.

Every single speck of light in this picture are not single stars but galaxies each consisting 
of millions, if not billions of stars.. In this one tiny corner of the universe Hubble has  



uncovered  at least 10 000 galaxies, some relatively near, others so far away that the light 
from them has taken at least 10 billion years to reach us, i.e we are seeing these galaxies 
not as they are now but as they were within a few hundred million years of the Big Bang. 
Hubble has taken us back to almost the beginning of time itself. Some trowel!.

If you wish to share in  the sense of awe that Hubble can engender visit:

                                                www.hubblesite. org.
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