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IRENE WROE (1944 – 2014) 

 

 
Irene Sandra Wroe was born at the home of her parents in Paddock, 
Huddersfield, in June 1944. Very much a daughter of Huddersfield, she was 
well known and held in high regard by many members of our Society. She 
had fulfilled the role of Social Secretary, with great distinction, over the past 
nine years. Brimming with optimism, enthusiasm and new ideas, she 
organised many successful trips. She could find the best rail fares, the most 
economic hotels and the most convenient opening times for any destination.  
Her organising of the HDAS annual dinner was equally adept, with attention 

to detail at every stage to ensure an enjoyable evening for all those present. 
Irene was an influential member of the HDAS committee, taking a keen interest in all aspects of 
the Society’s activities. She was involved in all our recent excavations and it was clear that Irene’s 
teaching instincts came to the fore when young people appeared on site. Her own grandchildren, 
along with their school friends, were soon rounded up to be given a careful explanation of what 
was going on. 
  
Irene’s chosen career was teaching. She qualified from Northern Counties College, Newcastle in 
1965. At the same time, her future husband Steven was completing student life in Bristol. They 
married in 1967, by which time Irene was teaching at South Crosland C of E Junior School. A 
career break of seven years followed the birth of daughter Sandra and later Stephanie, during 
which time there was a move to a new family home in Crosland Road, Oakes. 
 

When Irene returned to teaching there was a great need in the Huddersfield area for teachers 
skilled in multicultural education. She set about improving her own qualifications in that direction, 
obtaining a diploma from York University and a Bachelors in Education and a Masters in 
Education at Huddersfield University. She used her new skills, coupled with commitment and 
dedication to improve education standards at local schools that were going through difficult times. 
 

Family was very important to Irene and when her daughters married and grandchildren came 
along, she was very happy to be the helper, organiser, listener, adviser, comforter, joker and a 
steady influence at the centre of her devoted family. 
 

Irene was a supporter and helper at St Stephen’s church, Lindley, a Trustee of the Christian 
African Relief Trust, an organiser for Neighbourhood Watch, a member of the U3A choir and the 
U3A walking group and the Outlane Singers. She and Steven loved holidays and travel, visiting 
over thirty countries over the years. 
 

HDAS members can be proud and privileged to realise that in the midst of all this activity Irene 
found time to contribute so much to our Society and, like all good teachers, leave it in a better 
condition through the dint of her efforts.  
 

We offer sincere sympathy to Steven, his family and to Irene’s large circle of friends. 
GC 
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CAMBODUNUM – STILL AN ENIGMA 

 
HDAS colleague, Gerrie Brown, has recently extracted two important documents from the archives 
relating to the earliest proper archaeological excavations at Slack Roman fort. The first of these, 
published in June 1865, was the report of the Huddersfield Archaeological & Topographical 
Association (forerunner of the Yorkshire Archaeological Society) on their recent work at Slack 
Roman fort. It dealt, in particular, with the hypocaust found at the bath house.  This was followed 
in April 1866 with a detailed report in the Huddersfield Examiner of another meeting of the Society 
which took place in the New School House at Outlane and which outlined in more detail what had 
been discovered at Slack during the previous year. 
 
What strikes one on a first reading of both these documents is their rather extravagant overblown 
literary style, - English wearing a Victorian silk top-hat, perhaps. And since several local clergymen 
were involved in the excavations, eager to uncover evidence that the heathen Romans might have 
become converted to Christianity during their time at Slack, we also have a touch of the Anthony 
Trollope’s, - Barsetshire comes to Outlane, you might think. 
 
The 1865 document concerns itself entirely with the excavation of the hypocaust at the bath house 
and it seems to have been the discovery of the bath house which led archaeologists to the fort 
itself. The site having been documented and images drawn the whole structure was then removed 
to the garden of a house at Greenhead owned by a Mr. Allen who also owned the land on which 
the hypocaust was found. Here it seems to have been turned into a kind of romantic landscape 
folly,...  “over which ivy has grown, giving to the whole a venerable appearance.” (English 
Heritage, eat your heart out!) Subsequently the hypocaust was moved to the grounds of theTolson 
Museum. Thanks to neglect and/or vandalism it was later dismantled. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Roman hypocaust in the bath house at Slack fort. 



3 
 

The meeting of the Topographical Association at Outlane School House in 1866 covered a much 
broader agenda in discussing not only the finds at Slack but others from a much wider area. For 
example, there was considerable disagreement on how to interpret the stamp found on so many 
roof tiles: COH.IIII. BRE. Some suggested that BRE indicated that a British regiment of the Roman 
army might have been stationed at Slack, even though this ran contrary to normal Roman military 
practice. It was a Mr. F.A. Leyland from Halifax who mooted what we now know to be the correct 
interpretation of the stamp, that it was the work of the Fourth Cohort of the Breuci from the 
Balkans.  
 
But the main thrust of a paper presented at this meeting by a Dr. J. K. Walker was that the Society 
could congratulate itself on at last pinning down beyond doubt the fact that Slack was the site of 
the elusive Roman town of Cambodunum:.......” to fix in the minds of all competent antiquaries 
a full conviction that Slack near Outlane is the true site of this celebrated station.”  He 
admitted that there had been some controversy over the siting of what he described as “this Alpine 
Rome”, but he dismissed out of hand both Almondbury and Greetland as alternative candidates. 
What convinced him was the discovery at Slack of an altar dedicated to the goddess Fortuna 
placed there by a member of the sixth legion. Such a memorial, he maintained, would only be 
found at a site of considerable importance. Archaeology at Slack, he was sure, would eventually 
provide evidence for his claim.  He tended to gloss over, however, two salient points,- that there 
was no trace at all on the surface  at Slack of an “Alpine Rome” and more importantly, the 
distances given in the Antonine itinerary which places Cambodunum somewhere between York 
and Manchester do not actually coincide with the actual position of Slack on that route. This latter 
point may in fact be due to an error in transcribing the Itinerary. Another candidate on offer for the 
site of Cambodunum is Leeds, where the Roman road to York will have had to cross the River 
Aire. But unless and until archaeology can furnish us with more convincing evidence a question 
mark remains over Slack’s real Roman identity. 
 
                                The relevant section of the Antonine Itinerary - 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If any HDAS member would like copies of the two documents discussed, please contact David 
Cockman on - dwcbramley@talktalk.net  
 
 

DC 
 

 

mailto:dwcbramley@talktalk.net
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REPORT ON SLACK EXCAVATIONS 
 

The long awaited report on the HDAS 
excavations at Slack Roman fort is 
almost complete. After a helpful review by 
professional archaeologists, the report 
has been substantially revised by our 
editorial committee of Gerrie Brown, 
Granville Clay and Barry Hobson. The 
new evidence uncovered by the Society 
challenges many of the established ideas 
of how long the Slack site was occupied 
and what went on there in Roman times. 
It should help towards a better 
understanding of Roman activity in this 
part of West Yorkshire from the early 
occupation in the late 1st century up to the 
3rd or even 4th century. It might even help 
to confirm the true location of 
Cambodunum! 

GC 
 

HERITAGE QUAY – HAVE YOU A VIEW? 
 
 

After considerable discussion the HDAS 
committee decided to move the regular monthly 
lecture meetings from the reception room at the 
Town Hall to the newly opened Heritage Quay at 
Huddersfield University. There were two main 
factors which led to this decision. Firstly, the 
number of people turning up to some of our 
meetings was in danger of exceeding the safe 
capacity of the meeting room. (The Huddersfield 
Local History Society also had the same 
gratifying “problem”.) Secondly the unreliability of 
the audio-visual equipment in the reception room 
and the lack of official technical assistance was a 

source of considerable stress to some of us. Visiting speakers, quite rightly, expect that their 
PowerPoint presentations can be delivered without a hitch. Sometimes we were embarrassed. 
 
The opening of the Heritage Quay offered a timely (and cost-effective) solution to this problem. It 
could accommodate more people and a state of the art audio-visual system was being installed. 
Our early use of the new facility has revealed some teething problems, particularly as regards the 
sound, but it is work in progress and we have been promised improvements. Certainly the video 
projection provides stunning results. 
 
We also think it important that HDAS has a professional link with this new and expanding 
department at the University. We are in discussion with them regarding the possible safe 
depositing there of all the society’s archive material. At the moment this is distributed, not very 
satisfactorily, amongst various committee members. 
 

 

 
 

AN ILLUSTRATION FROM THE REPORT – AREAS OF EXCAVATION AT 

SLACK IN ‘MODERN’ TIMES 
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The HDAS committee would like to receive some “customer feedback” on this move to the 
Heritage Quay, positive or negative. Please bear in mind that there is little choice of other suitable 
accommodation in the centre of Huddersfield for a society of our size.  Please send your views to 
our Secretary on - hdas@btinternet.com                            

DC  
 

 

TRIP TO SOUTH WALES 
 

Members will have received details of the trip to see archaeological sites in South Wales in 
September. It is being organised by Edward Vickerman on behalf of the Society. Here are some of 
the very interesting places to be visited – 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you have not already applied for this exciting trip and would like to do so, please contact Edward 
Vickerman at - e.vickerman@ntlworld.com 

GC 
 

KIRKLEES YOUNG ARCHAEOLOGIST’S CLUB 
 

During this year we have looked at maps, learning the symbols that indicate ancient sites, visited 
Shibden Hall and carved plaster of Paris or beeswax plaques, using designs seen at Shibden. 
In April we are visiting Hull Maritime museum and the East Riding and Hull Museum for the day.  
June and July are devoted to the Iron Age, we will be using the replica round house, being built in 
the grounds of Scholes school. Can you help us with this? It would be helpful to have a gazebo, 
especially in June when the roof may not be finished. If you have one you can spare please 

contact Frances Hobart on 07909827126. 
We are very happy to welcome two new adult 
volunteers to the group as assistant leaders Holly 
Togni and Samantha Rowe, both are qualified 
archaeologists. Holly and I worked with the year 4 
class at Scholes school in February. We gave an 
introduction to archaeology session based around 
their class work on Anglo-Saxons. We all enjoyed it, 
especially "excavating" sand trays for buried 
treasure. 
All the work we do is only possible because of the 
support we get from H.D.A.S, both in help and advice 
and financial donations. So our thanks go to David 

Cockman, Sandra Harling and Gerrie Brown for organising money raising events and to all those 
members who have taken part in them. 

FH 
 
 
 

 
 

ARTHUR’S STONE 

 
 

CAERLEON ROMAN FORT 

 
 

DORE ABBEY 
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HDAS ARCHIVE:  A REMINDER 
 

Gerrie Brown and David Cockman are compiling an archive of materials linked to the activities of 
the HDAS. Gerrie is concentrating on documents, David on photographs and videos. If you have 
items which you think should be archived, please contact us. Hopefully this archive will be placed 
in the Heritage Centre at the University for future generations to access. 
 
 

CARR DIKE LATEST 
 

We are now nearing the end of the second season at this site. Our intrepid team have braved their 
second winter excavating, surveying and recording features in the valley floor. They include John 
and Meryl Auty, Nick Brook, Alan Brooke, David Cockman, Colin Dunn, Geoff Higgs, Brian 
Hinchliffe, Gillian Hoyle, John Smithson and Robin Stocks. I should like to thank the team for their 
patience, fortitude and commitment. Special thanks should also be given to John Auty for 
processing the results of the probe survey, to David Cockman for his photography and video 
presentation, and to Collin Dunn for persevering with the Total Station and  producing a 'Quick 
Guide' to its use. In general, digs take place in the warmer months, but in this case with the site 
having a HSL status with Natural England, seasonal restrictions are placed on intrusive 
excavations to protect meadow flora and fauna. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
This season we have been able to confirm that the feature in Photo A is indeed a culvert and 
not the remnant of a leat. It also lies adjacent to a sizeable rock rubble platform which underlies 
the meadow (Photos B and C).  
 
Probe surveys across this feature suggest the possibility of a track crossing the valley floor to 
converge on the culvert with its considerable capstones, and other inconsistencies which could be 
the foundation of walls. The alignment of the potential track matches that of a proven track on the 
south bank which descends toward the stream and is opposite the culvert (Photo D). Another 
feature has been exposed upstream on the south bank, in line with the edge of the rock platform, 
yet crossed by the modern day stream (Photo E). 
These features are representative of a water management scheme in this small valley, which 
involved considerable effort in construction. Evidence to explain the reason for this and its date 

 
 

PHOTO A 

 
 

PHOTO B 

 
 

PHOTO C 

 
 

PHOTO D 
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have yet to be found. Finds discovered at present are 
restricted to pottery sherds, leather footwear and glass 
bottle fragments from the late 19thC and early 20thC. 
These were found whilst excavating the fill and as such 
do not determine the date of the structures. The 
dimensions of trees, which also follow the edge of the 
rock platform and are in line with the culvert and revetted 
feature, provide only a rough guide to age and provide an 
estimate of 100 to 150 years, which means that these 
features are even older. Downstream we have also 
recently exposed a site which is rich in clinker and small 
metal particles. This will be further investigated. 
The area is especially of interest since it lies only 1.0 km 
upstream from a former medieval grange, administered by 
Roche Abbey until its dissolution in the 16thC, and 1.5 km 
SW of the medieval iron workings in Myers Wood. As 
often happens at this stage, though much has been 
revealed so too have many questions been raised which 
have yet to be resolved. Consequently there is much work 
still to be done.  
 

JC 
 
 

BOOK REVIEW 
 
“The Lifers' Club” - An Ancient Site. A Modern Murder. by Francis Pryor.  

 
A rather heavy book – 532 pages in paperback but a very good read if you enjoy 
murder mysteries. 
Our “hero” is a “circuit digger” and is involved in more than one excavation in the 
fenlands all from different periods including an Anglo Saxon church and a deserted mediaeval 
village.   
All the excavations have scientific tests - particularly trying to date the skeletons. and geophysical 
surveys. I have wondered who some of the minor characters are based on. 
He becomes involved in teaching ‘A’ level Archaeology at the local prison whilst trying to clear the 
name of one of the prisoners. 
What is the Turkish family involved in - drugs, money laundering or people trafficking? 
Read the book and find out. 
I'm now looking forward to reading his second book which is now out.                                       SH 
 
 

OFFICERS OF THE SOCIETY 
 

President                             :      Jo Heron               president@huddarch.org.uk                      01924 260926 

Treasurer                             :      Bob Moss             treasurer@huddarch.org.uk                      01484 667400 

Membership Secretary        :      Gillian Hoyle        banker@huddarch.org.uk                         01484 841032 

Fieldwork Advisor              :      Granville Clay      fieldwork@huddarch.org.uk                     01484 842898 

Newsletter Editor                :      Steven Wroe         Newsletter@huddarch.org.uk                   01484 318206  

Secretary                             :       Sandra Harling     hdas@btinternet.com                                01484 511400 

 

Secretary HDAS, 72 Moorside Road, Kirkheaton, Huddersfield. HD5 0LP 

 

This edition designed and edited by Granville Clay and David Cockman 

 

 
 

PHOTO E 
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