
 

 

                                             Trimontium 

 
In previous contributions to this website I have described visits to Roman forts on Dere 
Street, in particular at Piercebridge controlling the crossing of the river Tees and 
Binchester (Vinovia) on the river Wear. (Dere Street runs from York to the Antonine Wall 
near Edinburgh, approximately 364 km.) 
 
Most recently I have visited the site of the Roman fort at Newstead, close to Melrose in the 
Scottish border country. Constructed on the banks of the river Tweed in the shadow of the 
Eilden Hills the Romans named this fort Trimontium, (“the fort of the three hills”). The 
picture above, taken from “Scott’s View”, makes it clear why. The fort is behind the tree 
line in the middle right of the picture. (Sir Walter Scott, who lived nearby at Abbotsford, 
would frequently come to this spot to enjoy the view across the Tweed valley to the Eilden 
hills and beyond.) 
 
The date of the first fort at Newstead is about 79AD, similar to Slack, and like Slack it 
came into being as part of Agricola’s campaign to try to bring Scotland under Roman 
control. In total some seven phases of occupation on this site have been identified, until 
coin finds, or the lack of, suggest that it was finally abandoned in about 180AD. But 
recently finds of 3rd and 4th century coins in the countryside around Newstead might 
indicate a Romanised civilian population in the vicinity. 
 



 

 

Another similarity Trimontium shares with Slack is that there is no trace at all of the fort 
above ground. It only revealed its existence in 1846 when a railway cutting for the new 
Waverley line, (Edinburgh to Carlisle), unearthed Roman artifacts,( and probably at the 
same time destroyed a lot of evidence which later archaeology would have found useful.) 
These days the fort can be glimpsed from time to time through crop marks, as here in the 
1980s. (River Tweed at top left, railway cuttings left and right corner.) 
 
                                                  Viewed from the south 
 

                                                Viewed from the north 
Between 1905 and 1910 the site was excavated by local solicitor and amateur 
archaeologist, James Curle of Melrose, on behalf of the Society of Antiquaries of Scotland. 
By the standards of the day this was archaeology of a high quality and he promptly 



 

 

published his results in “A Roman Frontier Post and its People.” It still remains a 
standard reference work today and has become a valuable collector’s piece. Luckily it can 
now be read in digital form at www.curlesnewstead.org.uk This site map is taken from the 
digital copy. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There have been other excavations since, notably by Sir Ian Richmond in 1947,and then 
by Dr. Rick Jones and Dr. Simon Clarke of Bradford University between 1989 and 1997. 
Unfortunately more than a decade later the Trimontium Trust is still waiting for Bradford to 
publish its results. 
 
There have been many major finds at the fort including a Roman helmet. Most of these are 
now in the National Museum of Scotland in Edinburgh. But in 1988 the Trimontium Trust 
was founded to study the Roman occupation of Southern Scotland. A small museum was 
opened in the centre of Melrose to display these finds, or replicas of them. Much more 
information on the fort can be found on their website:  www.trimontium.org.uk   
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