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                                           THE CARR DIKE VALLEY 
 
Over the winter months, from October 2013 until the end of March this year, members of HDAS 
have been exploring, surveying and excavating several trenches in the Carr Dike valley, which 
runs between Stocksmoor and 
Thunderbridge. As this valley is 
a protected nature reserve our 
access has been restricted to 
the winter months. With the 
onset of spring - frog spawn in 
abundance and the first winter 
anemones coming into flower - 
we have had to vacate the site 
and let nature take its course 
undisturbed. The valley is in an 
idyllic situation with its own 
micro-climate. On our last 
Sunday there, March 23rd, a 
chilly wind was blowing in 
Stocksmoor village, but going 
down the hill into the shelter of 
the valley was like walking into 
the Dordogne. 
 

The owner of the valley, Mr. Harry Clegg, gladly 
gave HDAS access to his land, (there are no public 
footpaths in the valley), for he is keen to uncover its 
history and to discover what use may have been 
made of the valley and its dike in the past. From the 
viewpoint of the HDAS there is the hope and 
perhaps expectation that there may be a link with 
the iron smelting at Myers Wood just a short 
distance away; and, of course, at the bottom end of 
the valley lies Thunderbridge where the medieval 
monks controlled their industrial activities from the 
Grange. 
 

As well as surveying the valley bottom in 10 metre squares several trenches were opened up at 
points of possible interest. A coal adit dug into the hillside was excavated but it turned out to be 
quite small scale and, in the opinion of a professional geologist, was probably an exploratory, 

 
 

  
HDAS members make a first visit to the valley in the 

autumn of 2013. 
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but unsuccessful attempt to uncover a coal seam. (In the bank of the dike close by, however, a 
coal seam is now clearly visible.)  

 
Another prominent feature excavated was a stone leat 
built very close to the present course of the dike. No 
dating evidence has so far been found and just why it 
was constructed so close to the dike and what its 
purpose was remains a puzzle (all suggestions gratefully 
received!) There is a flat platform nearby and it is hoped 
to explore this area next winter. But here, as at Myers 
Wood, the 
sod’s law of 
archaeology 

applies with large mature trees growing in just the 
wrong place. 
 
The work at Carr Dike has been carried out under 
the meticulous leadership of John Cross and he will 
be the first to acknowledge that we have been 
extraordinary lucky with the weather.  For the five 
months of our activity there we have enjoyed an 
almost unbroken succession of fine, dry Sundays. 

David Cockman for HDAS   March 2014 
 

 
A PREHISTORIC CAMP IN DEAN WOOD. 

 
Kirklees Young Archaeologists’ Club members enjoy 
getting their hands dirty and we certainly did that on 
April 5th when we set up a camp in Dean Wood 
Netherton. We told the group that we were a Mesolithic 
group travelling to find food and shelter in the spring. 
The main tasks were therefore to build a shelter with 
gathered wood and get a fire going. Neither proved 
easy, when after two hours we stopped for dried apple, 
hazelnuts and water we had the main frame of the 
shelter up and a fire established it felt like a great 
achievement. A light shower gave impetus to the shelter 
makers - not strictly Mesolithic but, for safety reasons, 
we had decided to cook in pots and a nettle gathering group found enough to flavour the barley 
stew. The father of one family in our group is an experienced forest school leader and he 

arrived and took over fire management and cooking. 
We all then gathered dried heather, moss and small 
branches to make the shelter showerproof. 
 
John Bowen came in the afternoon with his flint making 
equipment. Everyone was fascinated by his 
demonstration of flint making and usage. He of course 
made sure the site was protected against 
contamination by the flints - not easy with such an 
enthusiastic audience, including parents! By 2.30pm 
both food and shelter were ready. All the group 

squeezed in (just) and ate barley and nettle stew with boiled egg on top whilst listening to some 
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old stories. Most of the food was eaten because everyone was hungry which we said was 
probably genuinely Mesolithic. There was then some free time for imaginative play, exploration 
of the wood, more shelter vegetation gathering and talking about the experience. I was told that 
the woods felt far from the modern world, beautiful and exciting. Our youngest member Luca sat 
and whittled a dozen sticks brilliantly. 
 
We then all gathered round the fire embers 
and Linda Beever sliced venison steak into 
slivers with a flint, we threaded the pieces 
onto the whittled sticks and toasted them. 
They were absolutely delicious. Everyone 
helped to pack up, clear the site and carry 
it all back to the modern world. 
 
Eighteen of our members spent some part 
of the day in the wood, I hope they learned 
as much as I did about the Mesolithic or at 
least found the experience interesting. We 
did not have enough time to do all the 
activities planned and have promised to 
find time for them next year. 
 
Our thanks go to Kirklees Environment Services, Crosland Moor Junior School Forest School 
and especially the Friends of Dean Wood for all their advice, encouragement and support. 

Frances Hobart, April 2014 
 
Frances has built up a very successful group of young archaeologists over the past few years 
and won the support of HDAS, John Wheelwright AS and others in West Yorkshire. She has 
now indicated that she wishes to withdraw from the leadership of the YAC group at the end of 
this year. She would offer to continue the administrative tasks which play an important part of 
the background of being an active part of a national organisation; and, not surprisingly, would 
still be interested in the progress of the members.  Please look at the “job advert” near to the 
end of the newsletter. 

Editor 

 
THE SEARCH FOR CAIUS ANTONIUS MODESTUS PART III 

 
He was the centurion of the Sixth Legion known only from his dedication of an altar at the bath 
house of the Roman Fort at Outlane near Huddersfield. The altar was discovered in 1736 and 
later that century it was gifted to the historian and antiquarian the Rev. John Whitaker (1735-
1808). The altar then disappeared and is officially listed as "lost" and the search has now 
become one for the altar itself. 
 
In Part II of this tale I was advised that a Rev. Whitaker had taken Roman artefacts to Tabley 
Old Hall near Knutsford in Cheshire. In the fine weather of May 2013 I visited the site which is 
on an island in Nether Tabley Mere. The Grade II listed building was founded in the 14th 
century, rebuilt about 1670 and abandoned in the 1920s after it had been severely damaged by 
the extraction of underground brine for the production of salt. Access to the island is forbidden 
but two helpful locals 'smuggled' me over to explore what remains of the house and gardens. 
There is no sign of any formal rockery or any structure that might have been the lost altar.  
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This blank result caused me to make a direct 
approach to the Curator of the New Tabley Hall 
which is now owned by Manchester University. 
This soon revealed that the Rev. Whitaker who 
had given Roman objects to Lord de Tabley was a 
different Whitaker - Thomas Dunham Whitaker 
(1759-1821). Lord de Tabley had a fine collection 
of antiquities which were transferred up to the New 
Hall in 1929 and placed in a special room between 
the Hall and its chapel. Sadly that room is now the 
tea room devoid of any archaeological remains 
and there is no record at all of the artefacts or 
what became of 
them - an 
astonishing loss. I 
then made a 
thorough tour of the 
Hall and gardens 
and could find 
nothing resembling 
an altar but below 
one back staircase I 
spotted “a rude 

figure of Hercules” which did appear to be of Roman origin.  
 
Further research reveals that this had been donated by Rev. 
Thomas Dunham Whitaker and it had originated from the Roman 
Fort at Ribchester which occupied land once owned by Lord de 
Tabley. 

The search in Cheshire 
was abandoned but 
resumed in Manchester 
where the Rev. John 
Whitaker had lived until 
1777. There at the 
Chetham’s Library is a collection of correspondence 
and transcripts of many of the works of John Whitaker 
who was much involved with the improvement of the 
town of Manchester which contributed to its First 
Improvement Act. Chetham’s was founded in 1653 and 
is the oldest public library in the English speaking world 
– well worth a visit or by on-line exploration at 
www.chethams.org.uk. Among the papers I found that 
the Rev. Whitaker had been living at Salford Bridge in 
a house that adjoined the Old Chapel between the 
bridge and Chapel Street.  
In the hope that there might be some remains of a 
garden in which the alter might still be found, I went to 
that part of the city and saw only modern housing. 

However, a study of 18th century maps soon revealed that the modern Salford Bridge is in a 
different location from the old bridge which had been replaced in 1839 by what is now known as 
the Victoria Bridge over the River Irwell. The old maps gave a clear indication of where 
Whitaker’s house should have been and a search of that part of modern Manchester soon 
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revealed that the whole area is now dominated by a huge Premier Inn. Other records show that 
Whitaker owned property in Market Street in Manchester and that part of the old city now lies 
under the Arndale Centre. It might just be possible that the altar lies under the Premier Inn for a 
future generation of archaeologists to discover or it could have been pitched into the Irwell. 
 
Despite the frustrations of this search your author is not yet admitting defeat. Whitaker spent the 
closing years of his life until 1808 as the Rector of Ruan Lanyhorn near Truro in Cornwall and 
his memorial is still in the church of St. Rumon. I am now looking for a suitable excuse to make 
the long journey south. 

Gerrie Brown 

 
VISITS 

 
WORTLEY TOP FORGE APRIL 2014 
 

This museum shows how a group of enthusiasts can 
really make a difference and earn the support they have 
received from the 
Heritage Lottery 
Fund. The site is 
open 11 – 5 p.m. 
on Sundays from 
Easter to 
November plus 
Bank Holidays. 
The visit by 
HDAS was not 
only in itself 
instructive but 
provided many 
with an excuse to 
return in their own time. One unusual but very welcome 
aspect was a cup of tea/coffee halfway through rather 
than before or after the visit. We saw many examples 
illustrating the development of industry in the Sheffield 
area. Our most excellent enthusiastic and 
knowledgeable guide, Gordon Parkinson, proudly took 
us round the museum that was close to his heart. We 
began with water power and the ways in which it was 
used well beyond the usual water pumping and corn 

grinding; rather it lead to differences in iron qualities and on to machine tools. The machine 
tools (now air driven for both ease and safety) were a real highlight to the visit. 
 
TUNISIA MAY 2014  
 
From Carthage to Pheradi Majus, what a fantastic time 
some twenty of us had in Tunisia. For the whole of the 
eight days the sun shone as we travelled over a 
thousand miles seeing wonderful Roman sites with some 
extras like Kairouan Mosque, the castle of Kelibia the 
Punic site of Kerkouan and of course the mandatory 
wine-tasting outing. 
 

 
 

In the blacksmith’s. 

 
 

One of the water wheels picks up 
speed 

 
 

Crank 
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Looking at Roman mosaics either on site or in the Bardo or Nabeul Museums filled us with envy 
and some of the Roman temples and Arches 
were quite awesome, with a very lengthy 
aqueduct impressing us with the scale of Roman 
hydraulic engineering.   
 
Our journey took us to Carthage, Utica, Uthina 
Thuburbo Majus, Musti, Dougga, Bulla Regia, 
Chemtou, Makthar, Sbeitla, Thysdrus  El Djem, 
Nabeul and Pheradi Majus. Our guide, Ahmed, 
was knowledgeable, 
entertaining and 
kind, even inviting 
us into his home on 
the last evening to 
change for the final 

dinner. Our driver, Saif, always smiling, was so accomplished that 
sitting behind him became a pleasure in itself. 
 
Each of us will have our own personal memories; of walking up 

Roman roads with houses 
and shops or of seeing 
bath-houses with hot and 
cold rooms and, of course, 
their toilets.  
 
The only thing we didn’t have enough of was shower 
curtains, but that’s another story.  
Do keep in touch with us through the web-site. We are 
already planning for 2015!  

Barrie Hobson 
 

BRITISH MUSEUM MAY 2014 
 
A very enjoyable trip to the British Museum to see the Viking exposition had just one major fault 
as far as this report is concerned – photography was banned. It is therefore impossible to 
convey the size of the longship remains and the calculated framework demonstrating the 
original size. 
 
The exhibition showed a wide variety of both personal items and larger scale commercial and 
military items and explanations of how these things were dealt with, especially ship building. 
Among favourite items was a beautifully displayed selection from the Vale of York Hoard (or 
whatever it is called this year.) Even the examples of Viking art, which were at least familiar 
from illustrations in text books, took on an extra dimension in this display. 
 
One minor grumble: the use of ‘phone guides was restricted to museum members at 
considerable cost. In the event there was no need for such a guide, although many of the labels 
were either too high or too low for many visitors. 
 
Separately it should be said that many of us later visited the display of materials from Sutton 
Hoo which has been re-represented in splendid fashion. 

Steven Wroe 
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THE SOCIETY LIBRARY 

 
Members may not know that the society has an interesting and useful library.  It was kept by 
one of the committee members, most recently Russell Irving who without a car would bring 
interesting volumes to lectures.  He resigned some years ago after a long tenure of office, for 
which the society is very grateful. 

 
It was recognised that having a member holding the books at 
home made access difficult. Sandra Harling suggested that the 
local public library might be able to help us and went on to 
negotiate with the staff there. They very kindly came forward 
with the suggestion that space be found for the HDAS Library 
in the Local History Library.   
 
I will not detail the difficulties encountered at this point but it 
was some years before I had possession of all the books to 

deliver 
them! The 
library staff 
then very 

kindly 
prepared a 
list of the 
books in 
order of 

author and they were duly placed in a 
cupboard of suitable size in the Local 
History Library. By this time we had 
received the Norman Lunn Bequest and 
members had given quite a number of 
further volumes. The cupboard (key not 
necessary) was no longer big enough but 
we were allowed to place the overflow on 
top of the cupboards.  The second picture illustrates the increased size even though the 
Yorkshire Archaeological Society Journals are now kept in store (though they may be borrowed 
by request to the library staff).  The Public Reference Library has a fuller range but they cannot 
be taken out. 
 
Our library is a heterogeneous collection of books on both archaeology and history, some old 
and some recent, some local and some general, but many worth more than a quick flick 
through.  Available for the public to browse, society members may borrow them on production of 
a current membership card. The series of Journals of the Yorkshire Archaeological Society is far 
from complete. Any donations to fill some of the gaps will be gratefully received.  See catalogue 
numbers 422-470 when it comes round. 
 
Please take a look next time you are near the library.  Our books face you at the far end as you 
enter the Local History Library.  As the Public Library has granted us this facility I do hope that 
members will display their gratitude by making use of it. It is intended that a full catalogue will be 
sent to all members in the future. 
 

Edward Vickerman 
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
 

All Hallows Church, Kirkburton Sunday 15th June 2014. 
Meet at the main outside entrance to the church at 2.30 p.m. 

 

 

 
WANTED!! 

 
KIRKLEES YOUNG ARCHAEOLOGISTS’ CLUB 

BRANCH LEADER 
 

Kirklees YAC is the local branch of a national organisation with 20 members, aged 8-15years. 
There are 4 assistant leaders and 7 Helpers, approved by YACUK. We meet monthly, usually 
on the first Saturday, in a variety of venues. Preferably the new leader will have some 
experience of working with children or young people and an interest in archaeology. A formal 
qualification in the subject is not necessarily needed. 
 
To find out more about the role please go to www.yac-uk.org. 
For more information about Kirklees branch go to  jim.hobart@btinternet.com. 
 

 
OFFICERS OF THE SOCIETY 

 
 
 

President                   :     Jo Heron  president@huddarch.org.uk  01924 260926 
Treasurer                     :     Bob Moss                treasurer@huddarch.org.uk  01484 667400 
Membership Secretary  :     Gillian Hoyle banker@huddarch.org.uk   01484 841032 
Social Secretary         :     Irene Wroe               SocialSecretary@huddarch.org.uk 01484 318206  
Fieldwork Advisor   :     Granville Clay            fieldwork@huddarch.org.uk      01484 842898 
Newsletter Editor             :     Steven Wroe               Newsletter@huddarch.org.uk            01484 318206 
Secretary                                           :    Sandra Harling          secretary@huddarch.org.uk                      01484 511400     

                                Miss S. J. Harling, 72 Moorside Road, Kirkheaton, Huddersfield. HD5 0LP 
 

Newsletter designed by Steven Wroe 
 

 
 

Stop press 
  Because of the pre-Tour cycle race around Huddersfield 

(including a circuit of the Town Hall) the Members Lecture planned 
for the 4th July is postponed to the following week. It will now be 
held at 7.45 pm on Friday 11th July in the Town Hall. Roger Logue 
will be talking on “The Archaeology and Civilisations of Sardinia.” 
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