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Winners of two British Archaeological Awards 

 
SOMETHING IS BOUND TO GO WRONG 

 
This edition of the newsletter is the first to be largely sent out by email. Essentially this is a cost 
cutting exercise. However there is widespread support for our determination to offer paper 
copies for those who wish to receive them. The two main groups of wanting hard copy are, as 
anticipated, members without suitable equipment and, perhaps more surprisingly, those who 
have started a collection of such letters. 
 
Something is almost inevitably bound to go wrong. Where I have no information about some 
one’s wishes but I do have an email address I have sent it by email. If this inconveniences you 
please do not hesitate to contact me. If you have friends who you suspect may not have got any 
sort of copy please check with them and again contact me. 
 

Steven Wroe      Newsletter@huddarch.org.uk 

 
IT’S  THOSE  BREUCI AGAIN 

 
Thanks to the far-reaching embrace of 
the Roman Empire a village in Yorkshire 
shares a link in common with a village in 
Bavaria. Pfünz lies north of Munich in the 
pretty valley of the river Altmühl, which is 
a tributary of the Danube. The name of 
the village is almost certainly a corruption 
of the Latin word Pons,  meaning 
“bridge”, for crossing the river in the 
village is a Roman bridge which has 
miraculously survived almost 2000 years 
of turmoil, trouble and tribulation. Indeed, 
up to 1971 it was still carrying all the 
traffic into and out of the village. Now it is 

a “pedestrians only” crossing of the river and 
the old bridge has the German equivalent of 
listed status. 
 
Although Pfünz lies some 20 kilometres back 
from the Roman Limes across southern 
Germany it was clearly regarded as a 
strategically important site by the Roman 

army, for a fort was placed close by to 
guard the bridge and roads leading to it.  

 
 

 
 

 
 

The fort at Pfunztoday, 
partly reconnstructed 

The Roman bridge today over the river Altmuhl 
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For more than 200 years the garrison at the fort charged with this task was the First Cohort of 
the Breuci, the sister regiment of the Fourth Cohort stationed at Slack, recruited in the area of 
the former Yugoslavia. Both forts were of a similar size each holding some 500 troops, probably 
a mixture of cavalry and foot soldiers.  
 
We know of the Fourth Cohort’s presence at Slack because of the regimental stamp found on 
many roof tiles. At Pfünz our knowledge 
comes from an inscribed stone which 
would once have stood over the gateway 
to the fort. (This gateway has now been in 
part reconstructed and a copy of the 
inscribed stone placed above the 
entrance.) However, there is one 
interesting difference between the tile 
stamp at Slack and the inscription at 
Pfünz. In both cases the inscription ends 
with the abbreviated form BREUC, but at 
Pfünz a tiny letter “R” has been inserted 
inside that final “C”. This “R” stands for 
“Romani” indicating that when this 
inscription was first carved, (about 
150AD), the First Cohort of the Breuci 

had become Roman citizens, 
enjoying all the legal rights and 
privileges which citizenship 
conveyed. Did “our” Breuci also 
come to share in this privilege during 
the second century? 
 
Pfünz was overrun and destroyed by 
a barbarian attack towards the end of 
the 3rd century. The inscribed stone 
was found in the rubble during 
excavations in the late 19th century. 
The defensive ditches surrounding 
the fort are still clearly defined and in 
recent years the gateway and part of 
the defensive wall have been rebuilt. 
Finds from various digs at Pfünz are 
in the local museum. 

 
David Cockman. 

 
COWLERSLEY PRIMARY SCHOOL 2012 

 
in January this year Sandra Harling referred Cowlersley schools’ enrichment officer Lee Bray to 
YAC. He thought the Year 5 and 6 year olds after school group would be interested in 
archaeology and needed help to organize something. We soon established that six one hour 
sessions on Thursday afternoons three in March and three in October, would fit the bill. When I 
asked for volunteers, Gerrie Brown and Elizabeth Price, also of YAC , offered their services. 
Which was a relief, I knew there was a wealth of expertise with me. We decided that we could 
probably demonstrate what archaeology was, through a mix of practical activities and Gerrie’s 
  

 

 

 
 

The inscription 

Defensive ditches around the fort 
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 skill with power point. We thought using Roman artefacts and references would bring the 
subject home to them by naming sites in places known to them, in their own valley. 
 
In March we had about 15 children in the group, Gerrie 
introduced the topic with his power point presentation 
setting the scene about the Romans. He got the, 
where, when, how of the Empire into an entertaining 25 
minutes. Elizabeth and I followed up with two “hands 
on” activities about stratification, unpacking a suitcase 
and digging down into garden troughs. 
 
The following Thursday saw us giving some answers to 
the question “Where do archaeologists’ know where to 
dig?” Small groups had 20 minutes each to look at old 
maps, Google earth and, outside, handle a resistivity 
machine and a metal detector, we recruited David Cockman for the afternoon for the latter. “It’s 
just so good” said one child. 

For the last March session we planted Roman building 
material into a large outdoor sand tray. It was marked 
into metre squares and pairs of children excavated one 
each. They had to find and measure the objects and 
their place in the square, then record the finds in the 
correct position on large graph paper, scale 1:4 ”I’m 
going to be an archaeologist” was the overheard 
comment  No one complained about the maths! 
 
October saw us with a smaller group, 9/10of the former 
year 5. Gerrie showed his power point presentation as a 

reminder and some of it was remembered. We then talked about recording finds and gave them 
opportunity to do a scale drawing and/or photograph some local Roman finds Gerrie had 
brought in. I thought concentration on task was good. 
 
Mosaics were the next week’s theme, again Gerrie found a 
short introductory piece on line. Then we got down to using 
mosaic tiles and broken pottery to make up their own 
designs. Sadly family events prevented me from being at 
the last session - a visit to Castleshaw fort.. Luckily the 
weather held and reportedly was enjoyed by all. 
 
We have all thought that this was worthwhile volunteering, 
the groups have really enjoyed the topic. The organiser 
says it was so successful he will look for funding to introduce archaeology to the two other 
schools he works with. If H.D.A.S.is asked for help by another school or youth group, please 
consider if you could be involved. You may have the experience and expertise young people 
need. For a few hours of your time you could spark a lifelong interest in archaeology and it’s 
that spark  H.D.A.S. will need in the future. 
 

Frances Hobart  YAC Leader 
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 VISITS MADE THIS YEAR 
 
HDAS  Trip to North Wales 
On Friday 31st. August, eleven intrepid explorers joined Edward Vickerman and Keith Faragher 
for a busy weekend in North Wales. Our accommodation was the student quarters at Bangor 
University which we found to be very good. After 48 years of marriage we now found ourselves 
in single rooms. Great. 
 
We met up at lunch time at the Great Orme Bronze Age Copper Mines where four miles of 
tunnels have been surveyed that date from 1860BC to 600BC. Some are large enough to walk 
through while others are so small that very young children must have mined them. One of the 
original Archaeologists was on site to answer questions and he informed us that it is privately 
owned by himself and a group of interested parties who started excavations in 1987. 
 
We then moved on to a massive rock outcrop in the suburbs of Llandudno where the sparse 
ruins of Deganwy Castle still stand. The area was the stronghold of King Maelgwn of Gwynedd 
but the hill appears to have been first occupied during the Roman period. We scrambled to the 
top of the hill which is still a very evocative place. 
 
Our final visit on the Friday was to Penmon Priory on the Isle of Anglesey. This tranquil location 
has remains spanning 1,000 years. It was the site of a monastery dating back to St. Seiriol, a 
6th.C. AD holy man. It prospered over the years and became an Augustinian Priory but as with 
most, was dissolved in 1538. Inside the church are two high crosses which are the only tangible 
evidence of the early medieval monastery. Over the South entrance, on the tympanum above 
the door, is a carved figure of a Dragon with its head twisted backwards. The pyramidal stone 
roof of the tower is one of the few remaining examples of the type adopted by the Norman 
builders. Two of the arches of the tower have some of the best Norman or Romanesque carving 
in North Wales with chequer and chevron carvings. Nearby, an impressive dovecot was built 
about 1600. It is one of the most remarkably constructed and preserved dovecotes in Britain 
and has room for nearly 1000 birds. 
 
The next day, well refreshed and eager, we 
headed for Anglesey. Our first visit was to Bryn 
Celli Ddu, a Neolithic burial chamber overlying a 
henge monument. Keith gave us an excellent talk 
and then we walked around and inside this 
atmospheric site. We were not the only ones 
there, another 4 people were also exploring. The 
site was excavated and restored by W.J.Hemp 
from 1927. He believed that all the features were 
of one date but since then, it is thought to be a 
product of two different religious systems. The first phase is a henge, an open-air sanctuary for 
religious ceremonies, and the second is a classic passage grave with a high polygonal 
chamber. 
 
Edward had to tear us away from this magical site as tea and biscuits were waiting for us , 
prepared by the custodian of the Prichard Jones Institute, a small museum and library in 
Newborough. He was a founder and benefactor of the building, contents and 6 cottage homes. 
We benefited from the enthusiasm of the custodian as she showed us so many interesting 
objects which were not part of the “finds” from the local excavations. In particular we were 
fascinated to see a German medal which had been struck to “commemorate” the sinking of the 
Lusitania.   
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Nearby, we visited Llys Rhosyr. This was one of the royal courts of the Welsh Princes in North 
Wales and is unique as nowhere else can the remains (albeit limited ) of a royal Llys be seen or 
visited on the ground. 
 
Our next visit was to 
Llangadwaladr Church 
which was a Royal 
monastery, patronised by 
the Kings of Gwynedd. It 
was established around 
615 AD and is famous as 
the burial place of King Cadfan. His remarkable memorial, incised with a small cross is now built 
into the church wall. The east window in the chancel contains the only medieval glass to survive 
in quantity on Anglesey.  
 
 Lunch was taken at the visitor centre at South Stack. Wigs had to be held on tightly due to the 
strong wind. With renewed energy, we then walked down to the Iron Age settlement at Ty Mawr. 
This consists of the remains of 10 large, round stone huts interspersed with smaller rectangular 
buildings. There is evidence for intermittent human occupation from the middle Stone Age, 
Neolithic and Bronze Ages. No Roman material has been found here. 
 
A surprise welcome greeted us at St Cybi Church. Roman soldiers were there enacting coin 
pressing and battle skills. To access the church, you have to walk through the remains of a 
Roman wall. This is part of Caer Cybi, a Roman naval base built late 3rdC. AD.  The ancient 
church was built on the site of a monastic settlement dating from 540AD and various churches 
have been built and rebuilt on the site. We were very lucky that 2 Church Wardens were able to 
show us round and soon realised that the group were more knowledgeable than most and 
became very keen to show us everything. Our final visit for the day was to a 4thC BC Neolithic 
burial chamber at Trefignath. The oldest section is a simple square structure, typical of early 
passage graves whereas the latest chamber has dramatic entrance stones. We then made our 
way back to Bangor, tired but happy with our day. The bar did a good trade that night. 
 
Our final day, which started in a light drizzle, was to Segontium Roman Fort founded in AD77. 
The site has been extensively excavated over the last 160 years and first impressions are very 
favourable. However, with a keener eye, disappointing signs show brickwork under the walls 
and small remains of walls built over entrances. HDAS could have done a much better job. 

 
 
After an adventurous walk in 
wellies we arrived at a Neolithic 
burial chamber at Bachwen 
dating from 4thC. BC. The small 
tomb has a thin, slightly wedge 
shaped capstone which is 
believed to be a portal dolman. 
On the upper surface of the 

capstone were about 110 cup marks. Edward was in Heaven. 
 
 
                            
Nearby is Clynnog Church, a handsome 16C building erected on the 
site of a Monastery which St Bueno founded in the 6thC.AD. An ancient 
stone is still on view in the Chapel which is supposed to date back to St  
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Bueno and bears an incised cross. We were very fortunate to see inside this Chapel which is 
not normally open. An introduction by the Church warden had been arranged and he was able 
to identify many interesting features which may otherwise have gone unseen. A free standing 
Sundial dating to between 10th-12thC can be found at the side of the Church. It is almost 3 
metres tall and the hole for the needle, which cast the shadow, is at the top of an incised 
semicircle  (half day of 12 hours).  
 
A picnic lunch was taken at a 15thC.AD stone built aisle truss medieval hall-house near Pwllheli 
called Pennarth Fawr. The house is now essentially as it was in the early 17C when a floor was 
inserted and small rooms created in the upper part of the hall. 

 
Our final visit to Tomen y Mur was on a beautiful 
sunny afternoon. This is a Roman military 
settlement, set on a mountain shoulder and was 
established in the late 1stC.AD. The site 
continued to be important into the early medieval 
period and beyond. With good wellies we were 
able to traverse the fields and streams and, with 
the keen eye of Nick, we could identify many of 
the sites features. We did not venture as far as 
the burial mounds as time was pressing and we 
had a long journey home.  That will be for 

another time. A most interesting and enjoyable weekend was the feeling of all parties. 
Doreen and Geoff Naylor 

        Prehistoric Derby Trip 
 
On a remarkably sunny day 22 members embarked on a tour of some of the Prehistoric 
monuments in Derbyshire. Having negotiated the busy streets of Bakewell we all met at our first 
site which was Arbor Low, sometimes known as the “Stonehenge of the North.” An initial Early 
Neolithic burial was later overlain by a long barrow which later became known as Gib Hill. 
Around 2500BC an enormous henge (79m. diam.) was built with 3m. high banks to enclose a 
meeting place for local tribes. Approximately 500years later a stone circle was added inside the 
henge. The original 41-43 orthostats are now recumbent and there has been much speculation 
about whether they were all erected. The majority view is that they were all erected but in fairly 
shallow holes, because one of the orthostats 
remains tilted and the stumps of other orthostats can 
still be seen in situ. It is possible that strong winds 
blew some of the stones over and that others were 
pushed over by people anxious to destroy this old 
religious site. A cove was erected in the centre of the 

circle in 
such a 
way as to 

restrict 
the view 
of the Neolithic rituals taking place inside. A second 
barrow was added to Gib Hill in the Bronze Age and 
the current name is thought to derive from the gibbet 
which was erected in more modern times. All in all a 
very complex and interesting landscape. 
 
Lunch was taken on the top of Rowtor Rocks which  
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lie behind the Druid Inn in Birchover. Neolithic/Bronze Age rock art lies at the western end and 
the key to finding it is to locate the modern “armchair” feature.”Thomas Eyre lived at Rowtor Hall 
during the seventeenth century and “landscaped” the natural rock outcrop with more modern 

features for his own pleasure. Members resorted to a number of 
different techniques to climb and descend the rocks and the easiest 
sometimes was to simply slide down on one’s posterior!  
 
Still enjoying the sunshine we crossed the Bronze Age landscape of 
Stanton Moor to find the low Nine Ladies stone circle, a completely 
different scale to Arbor Low. There are now 10 visible stones but 
the tenth was not revealed until 1977. Our final visit was to the 
remains of  Nine Stones Close which are set against the backdrop 
of Robin Hood’s Stride a prominent rock outcrop with similarities to 
Rowtor Rocks. The day was brought to an end as a hot air balloon 
floated over the four remaining megaliths of the Close and we set 
off for home complete with suntans! 

KF. 5.11.12. 

 
Sandal Castle 

 

A perfect day out ~ HDAS visit to Sandal Castle & Chantry Chapel, Wakefield ~ July 29th  
 
An excellent visit was made to Sandal Castle where the eminent 

Peter Brears, who was 
part of the group who 
excavated the site, 
brought the motte and 
bailey castle to life through 
the excellent delivery of 
his knowledge of its 
history. He also gave us 
insight into the history of 
the exploration and the 
way in which understanding changed as the excavation 
proceeded.  
 
 

We were then able to go into the Visitors’ Centre and to 
have a picnic 
before moving 
on. An equally 
interesting visit 
was then made 
to the beautiful 
tiny Chantry 
Chapel in 
Wakefield. Kate  
Taylor, friend of the Chapel, entertained us with her 
amusing stories and informative history of the chapel and 
how it has been protected. 

ISW 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The crypt – Chantry Chapel 

Peter Brears shows the group 
some of the features uncovered 

“The Chapel on the bridge” 
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Prehistory Meeting 
 
Twenty five members met on 30th. October in the 
Wharfeside Inn, Slaithwaite to consider future Prehistoric 
activities. It was nice to see a number of new faces and 
after brief introductions Brian Howcroft  gave a short 
presentation about the many Mesolithic/Neolithic finds 
that he had brought with him. 
 
Members gave much detailed consideration to the sort of 
things that they would like the Prehistoric Group to 
engage in. The clear favourite was day trips to 

Derbyshire, East Yorkshire, The Yorkshire Dales, South 
Pennines and the Lake District with fieldwalking locally 
also receiving much support. Longer field trips, in 
particular to Orkney were mentioned many times. 
Members showed considerable interest in re-examining 
old excavation reports, journals and the Historic 
Environment Record, perhaps to provide a synthesis of 
Prehistoric Huddersfield. 
If any members who were unable to attend have any 
further ideas for things Prehistoric then please send them 
to either: 

keith.faragher@sky.com   or  linda.bv@ntlworld.com 
We will be looking further into all the suggestions made with a view to producing a draft 
programme of  Prehistoric Events for 2013. 
Thanks to all those who came along and made it a very worthwhile evening. 

KF. 5.11.2012  

 
FORTHCOMING VISITS  

 

Possible visits to Hadrian’s wall and to the Orkneys are being seriously considered and the visit 
to Sicily has been set up. A joint visit with John Wheelwright Society to Pontefract Castle is 
being set upfor July. Other ideas for local and near local visits are always welcome by car or by 
coach (contact: SocialSecretary@huddarch.org.uk). 

 ISW

 
Northern Lights 

 
I Live and work in London but, being married to a 
Yorkshire girl, I frequently spend time at my in-laws 
house in Huddersfield. In the summer I was listening to 
two colleagues at work, who both come from the far 
North – Carlisle to be exact. They were discussing some 
weird project to light up Hadrian’s Wall. On enquiring 
of them as to what on Earth they were on about and 
spending some time on the internet I found out what it 
was that they were talking about 
Some one was plotting to illuminate the length of the 
Wall! 

 

 

 
Blowing up a balloon 

mailto:keith.faragher@sky.com
mailto:linda.bv@ntlworld.com
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After a bit more research it became a little more rational. Outstanding parts , stretching 73 miles 
from Wallsend to Carlisle and beyond to Bowness on Solway were to be lit up by balloon like 
objects which would change colour to carry digital signals back and forth along the line from 
stronghold to stronghold – not unlike an idea which its builders had employed using fire. 
So it came about that my wife and I, together with her parents, set off on Saturday 1st September 
to the first site on our list. This was a disappointment – not even food was being served until the 
evening. We went back into Corbridge to eat and found that we could enjoy a very good meal 

Our next move was to drive west alongside the wall 
looking at the various sites where we might view the 
light in the evening Eventually we parked just west of 
Birdoswald and waited for the 8 p.m. switch-on. 

"Hadrian's Wall is set in amazing landscape, it's 
incredibly beautiful and the other thing I love about 
the wall is that it goes through so many different 
types of environments - windswept plains, craggy 
rocky landscapes, 

straight through cities.  
Mr Lieberman says his work uses technology in a 
playful way to explore the nature of communication 
and the delicate boundary between the visible and 
the invisible. The 6ft 6ins (2m) diameter weather 
balloons transmit messages between each other and 
internal LED lights will change colour in response - 
this creates a line of pulsating colours as messages 
travel through it.” 
 

People could interact with the balloons by creating messages and selecting colours either at the 
site or online - directly controlling the installation. 
After the light show was up and running we parked up at 
the Roman Army Museum and went for a walk along a 
dark path with our little torches, then up a steep and 
very marshy bank, up to where a couple of the 
lights themselves.  From here there was a great view 
of the show in both directions, as well as being 
able to stand right there with one of the changing coloured 
lights 
 
There were several sites along the wall which are 
open to the public, including the Errington Arms in Corbridge, Housesteads Roman Fort and 
Carlisle Castle and Tullie House Museum. Linda Tutiett, from Hadrian's Wall Heritage, said: 
"We want people to think about Hadrian's Wall in a fresh new light, we want to build an 

audience for the wall who will care about it for the future. 
The Hadrian's Wall Trust asked for volunteers to help out 
at the event 
"This is one way of getting people to think about some of 
the world's most amazing heritage, but to do so in such a 
brilliantly modern way is really going to put the spotlights 
on Hadrian's Wall Country from all over the world." 
 
When 8 o’clock came the rains began and threatened to 
spoil the lights which were coming on. a one point the 

 
Lighting up time 

 

 

 

 

http://connectinglight.info/
http://www.hadrians-wall.org/
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bright Moon was shining though a rain storm and causing a faint but definite “Moon Bow”. 
Other things went wrong; a high wind wrecked some of the weather balloons which contained 
the lights; the message system failed. Yet, through all these disasters, the project seemed 
worthwhile. The cheerfulness of car park attendants as we drove east from site to sit, the 
willingness of the technical workers to talk about their work as they struggled to get the system 
up and working and of those participating in the associated cultural events to explain their work. 
 
The event was a one off for the cultural side of the 2012 Olympics and, to be honest, the whole 
could have been a disaster but there was an overwhelming sense that it will be repeated next 
year and all will learn from their experiences. I know at least one family which intends to go to 
next year’s promised event. 

Robert Taylor 
 

                  

 
 

           
OFFICERS OF THE SOCIETY 

 

President                   :     Jo Heron  president@huddarch.org.uk  01924 260926 
Treasurer                     :     Bob Moss               treasurer@huddarch.org.uk  01484 667400 
Membership Secretary  :     Gillian Hoyle banker@huddarch.org.uk   01484 841032 
Social Secretary         :     Irene Wroe               SocialSecretary@huddarch.org.uk 01484 318206  
Fieldwork coordinator   :     Granville Clay           fieldwork@huddarch.org.uk      01484 842898 
Newsletter Editor             :     Steven Wroe             Newsletter@huddarch.org.uk            01484 318206 

Secretary    :    Miss S. J. Harling  72, Moorside Road, Kirkheaton, Huddersfield. HD5 0LP 

              Tel. 01484 511400    e-mail   secretary@huddarch.org.uk  
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