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JIM TOOMEY  1929-2013  

 
Jim Toomey a former Secretary of this Society died at his home at Stourport-on-Severn on the 
6th of October. He held this post with distinction from 1958 until 1970 and in many ways made 
the Society what it is today. He directed excavation at the Iron Age sites at Oldfield Hill and 
Royd Edge and was deeply involved at Slack and Castle Hill and at various other sites in the 
area. The Winter Lecture Series given by noted Archaeologists and Historians which he initiated 
is still an important feature of the Society’s year. 
 
Jim was born at Redcar and went to school at St.Mary’s College in Middlesborough where he 
was Head Boy and Captain of Cricket a sport which he followed with enthusiasm for the whole 
of his life. In 1946-47 a one year teacher training course was 
completed at St. Mary’s College Strawberry Hill before going 
up to Manchester University to read Latin with Greek and 
Ancient History. During this time he was President of the 
University Classical Society and Education Society. 1951 to 
1953 saw Jim doing National Service with the Green 
Howards as an infantryman and later on with the Royal Army 
Education Corps where he spent a period running the 
Education Centre for the Royal Signals Regiment at 
Catterick. 
 
On a week’s leave in December 1952 he married Betty who 
he had met at Manchester and it was this marriage which 
gave Jim the support he would need in his future life and 
work. Appropriately the ceremony was performed by his old 
Latin master. He and Betty eventually had eleven children 
with twins in 1970 and Andrew in 1978. 
 
In 1953 he took up the post of Latin Master at King James’s Grammar School at Almondbury 
and so began what he always said were the happiest and most productive years of his life. In 
addition to his role as a teacher he found time to run the school scout troop and of course to be 
Secretary of this Society very shortly after its foundation. Here in Huddersfield he continued his 
academic study and was awarded an M.A. with distinction in Ancient Greek at Leeds University. 
In 1966 he was elected to a visiting Fellowship at Clare College Cambridge where he 
researched and lectured on the plays of Euripides. Back in Huddersfield he held evening 
classes which were a constant source of new members to the Society, inspiring many of us to a 
life time’s interest in archaeology. 
 
In 1968 Jim moved to Colne Valley High School for two years before leaving Yorkshire for 
Worcester to take up the post of Deputy Head at Bromsgrove Grammar School where he taught 
a large sixth form and administered the school as it became a comprehensive high school. 
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On his retirement in 1989 he became interested in mediaeval Latin and found a large collection 
of original documents not previously examined and relating to the mediaeval period in the large 
important parish and manor of Hanley Castle in the south of Worcestershire. His research into 
these documents and his study of the landscape and archaeology of the area brought him a 
doctorate at Birmingham University. In 2001 he published a book in which the documents are 
translated, analysed and explained. At the time of his death he was awaiting proofs of a further 
academic work dealing with a fifteenth century account book of the Duke of York and future 
King Henry V. 
 
During his life in Worcestershire he still maintained an interest in this Society and in Yorkshire 
cricket whilst being an enthusiastic member of the Worcester club for many years. Jim was also 
a not infrequent contributor to The Times letters columns; his last one, his ‘swan song’ he called 
it, was on the 11th June this year under the title ‘Dashing Pipe Man’. 
 
Jim and Betty were very much involved in their local Catholic lay community, Jim joining the 
Catenia Association as a founder brother of the Kidderminster Circle of which he was President 
from 1992-3. 
 
As a man Jim was honest, forthright and generous. He cared about people and was able to 
accept our failings with a smile. He was the ideal administrator for an organisation such as ours 
where action is often achieved by reasoned persuasion rather than by direction. He was 
sociable, charming and fair and will be greatly missed by those of us who have had the privilege 
of his friendship. 
 
We offer our sympathy at their loss to Betty and her family. 
 

 
A CENTURION OF THE SIXTH LEGION DEALING WITH UNWANTED CALLERS 

The search for Caius Antonius Modestus part II 
 
In the Summer Newsletter for 2013 I explained how this centurion of the Sixth Legion had 
erected an altar near the bathhouse of the Roman fort at Slack. The inscription is recorded in 
Roman Inscriptions of Britain (RIB624) but its location is 
noted as “lost”.  
 
The altar was found by farm workers near Outlane in 1736 
and re-discovered twenty one years later by the antiquarian 
the Rev. John Watson who made this note in his 1775 History 
of Halifax:- 
 
“When I was examining the course of the Roman way, in 
1757, I chanced to see this altar standing in a farmer’s yard, 
and desiring to be shewn where it was found, was conducted 
to that part of the station (fort). Having had this curiosity for 
some years in my own possession, I presented it, at last, to 
the Rev. Mr. Whitaker.”  
 
An engraving of this lost altar has survived in Rev. John 
Whitaker’s The History of Manchester (1771) and the same 
image has been reproduced in Watson’s The History of the 
Antiquities of Halifax (1775) and once again in Richmond’s 
Huddersfield in Roman Times and in the HDAS Summer 
Newsletter of 2013. 

 
Image of John Whitaker from 
the Manchester Art Gallery. 

 
He looks a grim old fellow reputed to 
have a squint and a set of ebony false 

teeth! 
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The dimensions of this lost altar are not known but one can estimate that a large piece of local 
stone might weigh in the region of 150 to 250 kg. It was therefore not to be easily moved and 
might look a bit out of place in a reverend gentleman’s study. Perhaps it was fated to be a 
feature in his garden rockery, or mentioned in his will, or donated to some learned society or 
museum. 
 
The hunt for “our” altar started with the Society of Antiquaries at Burlington House in Piccadilly, 
London. They elected Whitaker a Fellow of the Society in January 1771 which predated the 
publication of his The History of Manchester. 
This was intended as a four volume 
comprehensive study of Britain from pre-Roman 
times to his present. Sadly the Society has 
no record of his address at any time and they 
don’t have the altar. 
 
His entry in volume 61 of the Dictionary of 
National Biography records that he was 
ordained in 1760 and he acted as curate at 
Newton Heath chapel near Manchester and 
after 1761 at Bray in Berkshire. This was the 
same church of St. Michael’s of whom the 
vicar was the subject of a satirical song about his 
contortions of principle in order to retain his 
ecclesiastic office despite all the changes to the 
established Church. The current churchwarden 
of St Michael’s told me that they don’t keep 
records of mere curates. Between November 
1773 and February 1774 Whitaker held the 
morning preachership at Berkeley Chapel in 
London but there is no information about his 
address at any time. 
 
During his time in London Whitaker met Edward Gibbon author of The History of the Decline 
and Fall of the Roman Empire. Such was Whitaker’s standing as an antiquarian that Gibbon 
gave him the manuscript of his first volume (of eight) for comment. However, Gibbon had 
excluded his chapter on Christianity out of respect for Whitaker’s calling and this caused great 
irritation to Whitaker when he read the published version and prompted an indignant letter. 
 
While in London Whitaker also made the acquaintance of Dr. Samuel Johnson and this 
knowledge took me to Lichfield where his father’s bookshop is now the Johnson Birthplace 
Museum. The Heritage Officer there has been most helpful in confirming that the two men knew 
each other and that Johnson had a copy of The History of Manchester of which he wrote in 
1778 – “I bought the first volume, but could not read it; it was much too learned for me, and 
seemed rather an account of Babel than Manchester.”  
 
“All very curious” you might say, “but what about “our” altar?” No hint of it emerged until a 
helpful e-mail from Granville Clay who referred me to an extract from a 19th century book that 
seemed to indicate that Whitaker took Roman artefacts to Tabley Old Hall near Knutsford in 
Cheshire. Just how that information led me astray in a very interesting way will appear in part III. 
 

Gerrie Brown, February 2013. 

 
 

 
This is an image of the lost altar used 

in the previous Newsletter. 
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SOUTHUMBRIA 

A Personal View of Eastern England 
 

The area south of the Humber until just short of the Thames deserves a name. It has one 
characteristic which is of importance to this article – it does not get the numbers of visitors it 
deserves. I have used the title Southumbria to contrast it with Northumbria which was once a 
well recognised political entity and which is still the name given to the more northerly reaches of 
the former earldom. 
 
Whereas Northumbria has much in the way of tourism - stretching from the resorts of the 
Yorkshire coast inland to the Pennines and northward as far Berwick-on-Tweed, Southumbria 
has only a few resorts on the Lincolnshire and Norfolk coasts plus the Norfolk Broads. Both are 
rich agricultural areas but north of the Humber there is a far richer industrial history and cities 
which have thrived because of it. The flat lands of the south offer little such inheritance. Even a 
famous town like Cambridge with its twin high pressure industries of education and modern 
technology is smaller than Huddersfield and has fewer listed buildings. 
 
Why then do I urge people to visit the area more often? We have a tendency when heading 
south to hurry down the M1 to London or the Airports or the Channel ports and ignore the 
places we pass. Even if we go down the A1(M) places like Newark, Grantham and 
Peterborough get by-passed and items such as Newton’s birthplace at Woolsthorpe are often 
Ignored. In fact every one of these places has something for the inquiring visitor to enjoy, 
 
The real joys of Lincolnshire begin when we get a little more off the big roads. Near the 
confluence of the Tent and Ouse forming the Humber is the astonishing turf maze of Julian’s 
Bower constructed by either fleeing Trojans, Roman soldiers or, more probably, Mediaeval 
monks. Also in the North a visit to Epworth parsonage, the home of the Wesleys, is well worth 
while as are visits to Thornton Abbey Gatehouse and the deserted village off Gainsthorpe Road 
which itself is to the east of the A15, 3 miles south of the M180. Other places worth going to 
include Lincoln itself, Gainsborough and its Old Hall, Louth, Tattersall Castle with Holy Trinity 
Collegiate Church, Gunby Hall, Sibsey Trader Windmill (six bladed!) and Boston Stump. 
 
Beyond Boston we get more into Fenland. Spalding and Wisbech show how towns develop. 
Peckover House and Garden in Wisbech is an gives insight to the more prosperous reaches of 
Quaker society. Other places nearby include Stamford and Peterborough with both a famous 
Cathedral and Flag Fenn (see article below.) 
 
Travelling alongside the rivers and cuts of the Fens tells a story of development of drainage, 
agriculture and flood prevention from the past half millennium which rivals that of Holland. As 
we cross towards East Anglia the recognisably Hanseatic port of King’s Lynn shows how late 
Mediaeval towns were built. The far more ancient misnomer Sea Henge is explained well in the 
town museum just a stone’s throw from the Old Town. This listing of towns and sites of well 
documented importance continues across East Anglia – Norwich, Great Yarmouth, the Broads, 
Sheringham, Cromer, Swaffham, Thetford, Grimes Graves (see Article below), and onward 
across Suffolk to Bury St. Edmunds, Colchester and Sutton Hoo. It is well worth while to visit the 
Museum, Visitors Centre and Anglo-Saxon village reconstructions at West Stow. 
 
If you like tourism with a touch of historical, religious or archaeological interest try a long 
weekend in this quiet corner of our country – less spectacular than many other parts but really 
worthy of any enquiring mind.  

Steven Wroe 
 

 

https://plus.google.com/111545996874371125110/about?gl=US&hl=en&ved=0CA4Q2QY&sa=X&ei=hAdgUpuSBMW8iwa99YCwAw
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BOOK REVIEW 

UNDER ANOTHER SKY: JOURNEYS IN ROMAN BRITAIN 
BY  CHARLOTTE HIGGINS (JONATHAN CAPE £20) 

 
Charlotte Higgins recently published book follows hard on the heels of another work which also 
subjected our 400 year membership of the Roman Empire to close scrutiny, Moorhead and 
Stuttard’s “THE ROMANS WHO SHAPED BRITAIN” (Thames and Hudson £18.95). But the 
two books tackle the enduring mysteries and unresolved questions of Roman Britain from 
almost opposite directions. Moorhead and Stuttard are professional Romanists and they re-
examine objectively all the well-known literary and  historical sources in the light of more recent 
archaeological excavations and discoveries. 
 
Charlotte Higgins’s  book on the other hand is a subjective examination of her own life-long 
fascination with the Roman world and, in particular, an attempt to discover what remains  today 
of that 400 year  legacy of empire in these islands. Travelling in an ancient VW camper-van she 
visits the well-known, (and less well-known), sites from Hadrian’s Wall to Colchester, hoping, to 
put it crudely, to pick up the “vibes” of our Roman past and to try to comprehend why it still 
resonates so powerfully with her and with so many other fans of Roman Britain. She is 
particularly interesting in her description of how past generations, early antiquaries like William 
Stukeley for example, reacted to and interpreted the Roman remains and ruins still littering the 
landscape  before they had been tidied up, explored, excavated and then turned into “heritage”. 
 
“Under another Sky”  is beautifully written and a joy to read. It is one of those books where you 
find yourself rationing the pages in order to prolong the pleasure. Charlotte Higgins, who is chief 
arts writer for the Guardian, is a Classics graduate of Balliol College, Oxford and it is her broad 
and deep knowledge of all the classical sources which underpins this fascinating study, 
persuading the reader to view the British landscape and British history in an entirely fresh way.  
Highly recommended! 

David Cockman HDAS May 2013 

 
RECENT RESCUE WORK AT SLACK 

 
When the recent series of HDAS excavations at Slack and possible vicus sites began the very 
first trench, under the leadership of Pat Woods, looked at an area across the lane from the main 
field. It lay between the clubhouse 
and the motorway and was seeking 
to establish whether or not it was 
possible for the golf club to build a 
small hut in order to store 
machinery without disturbing any 
archaeology. In the event we found 
nothing beyond a modern gate 
lock. 
 
Now, six years later, the club has 
finally decided to build but on a 
much larger scale. A team of 
professional archaeologists were 
called in to look at the wider area. 
Their results have confirmed the 
suspected route of the road from 
the fort to the passing military 
highway. A selection of 

 
The road section looking south of east 

The rainwater may bring back memories. 
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photographs from Gerrie Brown shows us how well the line of the road has been revealed. 
Within two days of the finished rescue a concrete raft 
covered the area – not necessarily a bad thing.  

 
Having spoken to the rescue archaeologists I was impressed by both their professionalism and 
their display of patience and humour when dealing with amateurs and straightforward members 
of the public. It needs to be noted that the original HDAS verdict of an empty site was fully 
vindicated. I need to say this because I was one of the team. 

Editor 

 
VISITS MADE THIS AUTUMN 

 
In September twenty members of the Society went to East Anglia and visited three major sites. 
They also made several more informal calls along the way. Everything went well except that the 
person who had arranged the weekend, Keith Faragher, was unable to come and share our 
enjoyment. His choice of sites, planning of routs and places to stay was exemplary and those 
who went hope that Keith himself will soon be able to personally see how well his plans work 
out. The three major visits are described by group members below. 

 
Kings Lynn Museum – Sea Henge 
After an early start we arrived in Kings Lynn soon 
after 1 o’clock where we had lunch. We then met the 
rest of the group outside the museum. After entering 
there was a brief introduction from the audio guide, 
then we could see the reconstruction of ‘Sea Henge’. 
 
Although I had seen the television programmes about 
it, I don’t think I had realised how high it was and how 
you were cut off completely from the outside once 
you had moved inside.  
 

 
The timbers as found 

 
The surviving roadway and the blue 

marker indicates the line at which the 

excavation should have stopped. 

 
This shows the other end of the blue marker and 
how the extra clearing has revealed a change in 
direction of the road edge. This was unexpected 

and the infill around the large stones has revealed a 
quantity of assorted pottery which might indicate 

habitation or a dump.  



7 
 

In sealed glass cases there were some of the actual pieces of the conserved wood, still with 
bark,  most of which were cut in half length wise so that 
the bark showed on the outside of the circle. However 
the inside would 
have looked 
bright. A small 
number of logs 
were uncut and 
had bark all the 
way around. The 
significance of 
these is not 
known. A few of 
the logs had 
been placed 

upside down. This may be so that the logs fitted together 
better and there were fewer gaps. Kings Lynn itself is a very interesting little town, and I would 
have liked more time to look round but it is on my ‘Places to go back to’ list. 

Pat Dewsbury 
Grime's Graves 
On Sunday morning we visited Grime’s Graves an English Heritage site located in a corner of 
the Thetford Forest.  The place where these 5,000 year old Neolithic flint mines are found is 
thought to have derived its name in Anglo-Saxon times, due to the appearance of the 
landscape, which is of undulating ground, pitted with small mounds both due to the mining. 
 

Our party arrived around 9.45am. A tour of the site had been arranged and we split into two 
groups, one to view the exhibition in the site hut and the other to descend down one of the mine 
shafts. The mine shaft depths vary - some are as deep as 40 feet below the surface. The one 
we went down being one of the deeper ones. The Neolithic miners used red deer antlers and 
animal shoulder-blades for picks and shovels and some of these have been found during 
excavations.  It is also possible that wooden shovels were used, as these have been found in 
other comparative sites. The site itself was first excavated in 1870 then several times during the 
20th century. Much remains untouched offering future opportunities for discovery. 
 

Our own decent down one of the mines revealed a large central shaft, with several tunnels 
spanning out from the bottom. The Neolithic miners must 
have known their business as only at this lower level can 
seams of the best black flint be found. Some of this can  still 
be seen, as you look down a mined tunnel. We descended 
the full depth via a modern ladder; it thought that the 
Neolithic miners constructed a half-way platform with 
wooden ladders connecting this to the surface and mine 
bottom. There is, however, evidence that the miners used 
lamps as carbon soot can be found on the roof of the 
various tunnels. It is likely that animal fat was used for this. 
 

The shape of the landscape has been partly formed by the 
rubble from each shaft being used to fill in the older worked out mines. After settling this had  
resulted in the undulated surface. There is strong evidence of some religious practice or 
ceremony taking place at the closure of each mine with some tools being deliberately left as a 
form of offering.The small site exhibition, was also interesting, show a variety of artefacts from 
the finds, although the more important ones have ended up in the British Museum. 

Edgar Holroyd-Doveton 

 
Reconstruction of interior of 

‘henge’ 
 

“Build your own ‘Henge’ ”kit in chirdren’s 

section – used by one HDAS member to 
show cow sacrifice! 

 

 
Down the mine 
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Flag Fen 
The Sunday afternoon saw us arrive at Flag Fen, a much anticipated site for those of us who 
had not visited before. We were fortunate to have a volunteer to guide us around the site and 
one of the first places we visited was the current purpose-built ‘home’ of the Must Farm log 

boats. Unfortunately because it was the weekend we didn’t 
get to see much as they were under-wraps, however, 
based on the information we were told about them, once 
conserved, they will be remarkable to see given their 
features which included lifting handles and evidence of 
decoration.  There were also a number of artefacts found 
with them which 
included preserved 
preserved eel traps, 
weapons, pottery and 
tools. The site also 
contains a number of 

features including reconstructed Bronze Age and Iron Age 
roundhouses, complete with recreated artefacts such as 
vessels and looms. Prior to this year we were told that 
they had also kept mouflon sheep but due to the 
unfortunate escape of Mr Mouflon into the field with Mrs 
Soay they have now had to resort to only one type of 
sheep (Soay).  The pun of the weekend has to be the suggested name for this creation - a 
Souflay. 
 

The final area of the site we visited was the preserved timbers of the walkway which had 
stretched for over a kilometre in length llowing people to travel between the dry land at either 
side of the walkway.  Whilst there is only a small portion of the timbers preserved, the painted 
walls of the building help the visitor to visualise the impressive height and size of this 
construction. Overall, this was an interesting and unique site with which to end the weekend 
before the long drive home to Yorkshire.  

Julie Razimowicz                                                                    
 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS  
Change of Lecture John Rumsby is unable to come in April. Instead on 4th April 2014 we 
have "A Whistlestop tour to Forensic Anthropology" by Dr Anna Williams PhD Senior Lecturer in 
Forensic Science at University of Huddersfield. 
 
Visit to Wortley Top Forge 2pm Saturday April 12th 2014 - cost £3. Details later. 
 

 
OFFICERS OF THE SOCIETY 

 

President                   :     Jo Heron  president@huddarch.org.uk  01924 260926 
Treasurer                     :     Bob Moss                treasurer@huddarch.org.uk  01484 667400 
Membership Secretary  :     Gillian Hoyle banker@huddarch.org.uk   01484 841032 
Social Secretary         :     Irene Wroe               SocialSecretary@huddarch.org.uk 01484 318206  
Fieldwork Advisor   :     Granville Clay            fieldwork@huddarch.org.uk      01484 842898 
Newsletter Editor             :     Steven Wroe               Newsletter@huddarch.org.uk            01484 318206 
Secretary                                           :    Miss S. J. Harling      secretary@huddarch.org.uk                      01484 511400     

  72, Moorside Road, Kirkheaton, Huddersfield. HD5 0LP 
 

Newsletter designed by Steven Wroe 

 
Diorama inside the preserved 

timbers shed 

One of the Must Farm log boats 
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